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Partnership with Anglian Water- SUDs 
I am sure that parents can’t have missed the wonderful new garden development at the front of the 
school and I have been listening to the children explaining to their mums and dads about the 
environmental benefits these features have. The garden, in the shape of a rain drop, is actually a rain 
garden and is kept watered by diverted rain water from the roof, the tree is also sustained by a tree pit 
which collects rain water and uses it effectively rather than diverting it to the sewer. So, these 
improvements to the school have multiple benefits, environmental, educational and they also reduce the 
risk of flooding in Newmarket. We are very grateful to be part of this pilot project, completely funded by 
Anglian Water, and look forward to further installations including: large planters in the playground which 
will be fed by water from diverted gutters, a weather station and outdoor classroom. Thank you Anglian 
Water! 

 

On Wednesday 18th April, Caroline Donnelly- part of Anglian Water’s education team, came into school 

with lots of equipment and had drop in sessions on the playground explaining to the children the 

difference between surfaces which prevent water from seeping through and those which allow water to 

be absorbed into the natural environment. They also looked at different types of soils and filters. It was a 

very informative time- and the weather was amazing too! Looking forwards, Caroline will be working 

with all four Key Stage 2 classes over the next term. 

http://www.allsaints.suffolk.sch.uk/


Amazing Progress- Accelerated Reader (AR) Awards for April 

Miss Bacon looked at word counts accuracy and progress this time, when considering which 
children would receive an AR award. Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 all began to use AR in October/November 
2017 so have now been using this system of assessing and encouraging reading comprehension 
for five or six months. We were all amazed at the progress of many of our children-some who 
have improved their reading age by years rather than months. Well done to everybody and to 
supportive parents, brothers, sisters, aunties, uncles, grannies and grandads who are 
encouraging reading at home. Accelerated Reader recommends that children read for at least 30 
minutes a day, they do have reading time at school but that time consolidating skills and just 
enjoying books at home will really help even more positive progress and amazing accuracy. 

 

Y5 Visit Dalham Hall Stud 

I asked Jawad, Jamie, Alexsi and Louis to talk to me about their experiences at Dalham Hall last week- 

they were really enthusiastic about their visit. It was clear that they had learned a lot, using the correct 

terminology in their explanations. The whole class had a tour of this working stud: they’d seen the mares 

and foals, the horse walker, the stables and areas where the mares were covered. The children had 

listened to explanations about how much money each stallion costs to sire a foal (the top stallion at 

£250,000- which amazed everyone). Everyone had a chance to try out their skills as a jockey on the 

simulator and on top of it all; the children had a lovely lunch! We are very grateful for this wonderful 

opportunity offered to us by the British horse racing community- the children would like to say a big 

thank you to all involved. 



 

 

SATs- how to give yourself the best start to “exam season”. 

May and June sees many of our year groups being formally assessed: Years 2 and 6 have their SATs tests, 
Year 1 their phonics screening and our Reception children come to the end of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage and will be assessed as to whether they have met the “Good Level of Development” criteria. The 
advice below is mainly for our Year 6 children, but is good advice for learning and concentration for all 
year groups: 

Tip 1: Focus on Your Weak Spots 

It’s tempting to just “study” by taking a bunch of practice tests, but that can only help your scores so much. Now is 

the time to drill down into your mistakes and analyse the reasons why you made them.  

Make sure you understand the route to the correct answer and why your answer choice was incorrect. Even if you 

just do this for one section, you should start to see major score improvements. 

Tip 2: Sleep Strategically 

Go to bed early, and try to sleep at least eight to ten hours the night before the test. Plan to wake 

up an hour earlier than you have to; if you just roll out of bed, you might still be sleepy when 

the test starts. You should be totally alert by the time you get to school. 

Tip 3: Don’t Take the Test Hungry 

Unless you’re one of those people who feels nauseous if you eat breakfast, you should try and 

eat before the test. Don’t eat too much (you don’t want to get sleepy again) but snack on 

something small and high in protein so your brain has something to work with, and visions of 

waffles don’t start dancing in your head during the test.  

https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-best-way-to-review-your-mistakes-for-the-sat-act


Tip 4:  Don’t Panic 

It’s much easier said than done - sometimes the more I try to get out of my own head the less successful I am. But 

really try and shut out anxious thoughts that arise during the test. Do a little mini mindfulness session where you 

focus on your breathing and nothing else for a couple of seconds. This will lower your blood pressure and clarify 

your thinking. 

Tip 5: Can’t quite work out what the question refers to 

Read it again, underline the key words; if it’s a two-step question, number the steps that you have to do. Always 

show your working out, you could get a point for the correct working out even if you final answer is incorrect. 

Tip 6: Skip It 

If you come up against a difficult question, don’t spend too much time on it. Already spent a minute looking at a 

math or reading question and don’t know how to answer it? Skip it. You can come back to it later. 

You can circle the questions you skip and come back to them at the end if you have extra time. If you let 

yourself get bogged down, you might not make it to future easier questions that could earn you more points.  

Tip 7: Check Your Answers! 

Have a few minutes at the end of a section? I know you’re tired, but go back and check your answers. Silly 

mistakes are frustrating, and usually they can be corrected if you just look over the questions again. You can also 

use this time to make sure you filled out the answer sheet correctly and didn’t accidentally skip a question and 

bubble in the wrong answers. 

Tip 8: Believe in yourself! 

You can do it, your teachers have given you all the tools- apply your knowledge. 

 

In Brief:  

Looking forwards to the Royal Wedding: Don’t forget to wear red, white and 

blue to celebrate the royal wedding on Friday 18th May. We  look forward to 

Year 4’s class assembly and the bake off- it should be a lovely day! (Please see 

separate Parentmail for more details). 

Year Group Menu Choices: Mrs Rix has agreed to set aside a day a month 

to cook menus chosen by the children. Our children have proven to 

design and plan really quite delicious menus . The next menu on offer 

was chosen by Year 5 and has a Mexican theme, this is set for Tuesday 8th 

May. Don’t forget to book with the school office if you would like to try 

this out and don’t usually have school dinners. 

Premier Sports Clubs: We have been asked by the Premier Sports team that parents make sure 

that they let Premier staff know if their child, who is registered to attend an after school club, will 

not attend on a particular day before taking their child home. This way the team know that the 

child who is registered to attend is in safe hands. 

http://www.loyalmd.com/blood-pressure-chart/?__hstc=46620600.1ca166494a1a2d826f0232eddb47c2ce.1524915343455.1524915343455.1524915343455.1&__hssc=46620600.1.1524915343456&__hsfp=2949403987
https://blog.prepscholar.com/sat-/-act-time-management-when-to-hand-in-the-test-early


Trainers: School uniform policy states that children should wear black 

school shoes and not trainers. We are aware however that a number of 

children are now wearing shoes which, although black, are in a trainer 

style. We understand that some shoe shops are selling trainers and 

branding them as shoes, which makes it difficult for parents to make an 

informed decision. Please consider that if a shoe looks like a trainer and is 

branded with a sports brand such as Nike or Adidas these will be 

considered trainers. We very much want our children to look smart and neat- trainers do not give 

this impression. Children are very welcome to change into trainers for playtimes. Please consider 

this when buying your child’s next pair of shoes. 

Holidays in term time:  Requests for holidays, indeed most absences except those which are 

exceptional circumstances e.g. a family funeral, will be refused. 

Headteachers, on advice from the Department of Education, are not allowed 

to authorise absences.  Any absence of 8 sessions (four days) or more will 

trigger a penalty notice fine of £60 per parent per child. If a child is away for a 

significant absence, they will be taken off the school roll and will lose their place, should another 

child apply for a place in their class during their absence. 

Good news 

The Department for Education has approved our application to become an academy as part of 

the Diocesan Multi Academy Trust. We are due to become an academy on 1st July 2018. 

Parents will notice very little difference: children will continue to wear our uniform, our name 

won’t change (although we lose the “VA” part of the initials) and classes will continue as 

normal. We will however benefit from protecting our very special, inclusive, church identity 

and collaborating with other like-minded church schools. 

 
Merit Assemblies: Merit assemblies take place on Fridays at 8:55am- all parents are 
welcome even if their child is not receiving an award that day, it’s lovely to see the 
achievements of so many. The assemblies for the term are planned as follows: 
 

Key Stage 1: 11/5/18, 8/6/18, 22/6/18, 6/7/18 and 20/7/18 

   Key Stage 2:  4/5/18, THURSDAY 17/5/18, 15/6/18, 29/6/18 and 13/7/18 

 

Diary Dates (new dates in bold) 

 

May 

Year 2 taking their SATs in small groups throughout this month 

 2/5/18: Braiswick  Group/Class Photographs 

MONDAY 7/5/18: SCHOOL CLOSED – BANK HOLIDAY 

 8/5/18: Year 5 menu choice today 



 9/5/18: Skip 2B Fit 

 14/5/18: Year 6 SATs week-Monday-Thursday 

 18/5/18: Year 4 Class Assembly- Royal Wedding Day, Non- Uniform (red, white and blue) 

event and cake sale 

 

 23/5/18: Year 2 to Shimpling Park Farm 

 

            Half term holiday 25th May – 1st June 2018 

 

June 

 4/6/18: Year 4 Menu Choice for lunch today- Chinese theme 

 7/6/18: Annual School Eucharist Service (all welcome) 

               Year 5 and 6  Athletics Tournament @ Newmarket Academy 

 11/6/18: Bikeability this week for Year 5 

 13/6/18 – 15/6/18: Bush Craft Y6 (residential visit) 

 14/6/18: Year 2 visit to Castle Hedingham 

 18/6/18: Interfaith event 

 19/6/18: Year 5 and 6 Cricket Tournament 

 20/6/18: Year 5 visit the National Horse Racing Museum 

 28/6/18: Year 5 visit the July Racecourse 

 

July 

 3/7/18: Year 5  visit to London 

 4/7/18 – 6/7/18: Year 4 residential visit to Thorpe Woodlands 

 9/7/18: Newmarket Academy transition day 1 for Y6 

 11/7/18: Sports Day- provisional date 

 13/7/18: Newmarket Academy transition day 2 for Y6 

 19/7/18: Reserve Sports Day 

 24/7/18: Last day of term 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

          Jane Trampnow- Headteacher                           


