
 

 

 

 

Year 3 Knowledge Organiser HISTORY THE WORLD OF CHOCOLATE – Ancient Mayans 

What we have learnt already 

Chronology I can place the first British passenger carrying railway line was built in 
1825 on a timeline. 

People I can explain George Stephenson developed the first passenger train 

Legacy I can describe the invention of trains changed the way people travelled.   

 

Words we need to know 

Archaeologist A person who studies human history and prehistory by examining sites and artefacts. 

Artefact An object that is made by a person, such as a tool or a decoration, especially one 
that is of historical interest. 

Civilisation  Human society which is organised. 

Hieroglyphics  A system of writing using pictures not words. 

Mesoamerica A historical region and cultural area in North America. It extends from approximately 
central Mexico through Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and northern 
Costa Rica . 

Rituals A religious or solemn ceremony consisting of a series of actions performed according to a 
set order. 

Temple A building used for the worship of a god or gods in some religions. 

Sentence stems: 
A major difference between…  One similarity includes…     As a result of...   

   

What we will learn next 

Chronology I can place key events of World War II on a timeline. 

People I can describe what life was like during WWII for women and evacuees.  

Legacy I can describe how the roles of women changed as a result of WWII.  

 
 

Knowledge Gems – what I will learn 

Chronology

 

I can place the Mayan civilization (1800BC -900AD) on a timeline. I 
know there are 3 main periods of Mayan civilization which are pre-
classic, classic and post classic. 

I can compare the key changes that happened during prehistoric 
Britain with the changes of the Mayan civilization using historical 
sources of evidence. 

People

 

I can describe what life was like during the Mayan civilization 
(including farming & they only used stone & wooden tools). 

I can describe Mayan beliefs from stories such as ‘The Hero Twins’ 
and ‘The Chocolate Tree’. I know the Mayans believed in many gods 
and they created temples to worship their gods. 

Legacy 

 

I know that the Mayan legacies include books, pottery and buildings 
which people started to discover in the Spanish invasion. 

I know that there are many people who recognised themselves as 
Mayan today who live in Guatemala, Mexico & Belize. I know they 
have continued their traditions such as weaving and farming. 

 

 

Together 
Included 
Involved 
Inspired 

Together Included, involved, inspired 
  

 


