
 
Year 2 Knowledge Organiser History Explorers 

What we have learnt already 

1 Chronology I know that the Great Plague happened in London in 1665-
1666.  

2 People I know that Samuel Pepys wrote a diary about the Plague 
and the Great Fire of London.  

3 Legacy I know the story of the Great Fire of London and how the fire 
spread because the shops and houses were close together.  
 

 

Words we need to know 

1 15th Century A period of time from 1400-1500.  

2 Explorer A person who explores a new or unfamiliar area.  

3 Voyage A long journey involving travel by sea or in space.  

4 Route A way in getting from a starting point to a destination.  

5 Antarctica The southernmost continent in the world.  

6 Polar Relating to the North or South Pole.  

7 Continent Any of the world’s main expanses of land (ie. Australia, North America) 

8 La Nina One of three Spanish ships Christopher Columbus sailed.  

 

  

What we will learn next 

1 Chronology I will order key information about how farming has changed 
through the last 100 years on a timeline.  

2 Legacy I will describe the importance of farming for the provision of 
our food and how farming today is more efficient than 100 
years ago.  

3 People  I will compare how the roles on the farm have changed from 100 
years ago to today.  

 

 

Knowledge Gems 

1 Chronology I can place the key events of Christopher Columbus’ 
exploration on a timeline. I can describe his famous 
voyage in 1492 and how Christopher Columbus landed 
in America instead of Asia as intended.  

2 Chronology I can place the race to explore the Antarctic in 1911 by 
Norwegian explorer Captain Roald Amundsen and 1912 
(33 days later) by Captain Robert Falcon Scott on a 
timeline.  

3 People I can describe who Christopher Columbus was and how he 
started exploring the world. I can explain what life was like on 
the famous sea voyage of 1492, the challenges he faced and 
how it compares to a sea voyage today. 

4 People I can describe who the Antarctic explorers were and why 
people wanted to explore this part of the world.  

5 Legacy I can explain why his voyage to the Americas was so 
significant and how this changed people’s lives in Europe.  

6 Legacy I can identify and use sources of evidence (e.g. Scott’s diary) to 
describe how history has shaped explorations and scientific activities 
today.  

 

   

    

Together 

Included 

Involved 

Inspired 

Together Included, involved, inspired 


